
Camp Laney: A Huge Success for 7th Grade 


by Jon Hampton 

This year’s seventh grade retreat was 
held at Camp Laney in Mentone, Alabama. 
We left on the morning of Sunday October 
1 and arrived back at MBA on Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon, spending two school days at the 
camp. To reach Camp Laney, which is on 
top of Lookout Mountain, the class of 2001 
went in two buses and one van. The objec¬ 
tive of this trip was for the teachers and stu¬ 
dents to get to know each other and to build 
self confidence. The Adventure Guild, a 
Chattanooga based outdoor group, ran the 
program. 

When we arrived on Sunday after¬ 
noon, we did what most of the seventh 


grader’s called the “boring stuff.” This con¬ 
sisted of the trust fail, the wall, the rope tour, 
the arrow, the marble balance, and the 
blocks. These classes taught us to trust one 

The trip helped everyone 
get to know each other, 
and it was a lot of fun. 

another, how to use teamwork, and how to 
face our fears. For the evening activity, Mr. 
Harwell organized a game of capture the 
flag. The playing conditions for this game 
were great, but with so many people it was 


Mrs. Thurmond Speaks: 


by Johnny Sisk 

Mrs. Martha Thurmond, the director 
of the Junior School, was bom and grew up 
in Madison, Ga. She grew up on a farm and 
this pHXibably explains ha love for the outdoors. 

“I love gardening, hunting, water ski¬ 
ing, camping, and am a spectator of many 
school sports,” she says laughing. She also 
has a love for horses. This came from her 
grandfather and she owned ha first horse in 
the fourth grade. She went to college at Emory 
University and the University of Georgia. 
There she realized she wanted to be a teacher. 

“I had tutored physics as a graduate 
assistant Then Dr. Pressly, the headmaster 
of Westminster in Georgia lost a teacher. I 
said I would work there six weeks and only 
six weeks because I had another job.” She 
wound up working there twenty years. It’s 
easy to see how devoted she is to the pro¬ 
fession. 

Mrs. Thurmond is married to Donald 
Thurmond, who lives in Atlanta and works 
for SunTrust Bank. They try to visit each 
weekend. 

“We met each other in the first grade 
when he pushed me toward the water foun¬ 
tain and I pushed him back,” she says with 


a smile on her face. They grew up together 
but it wasn’t until their senior year in high 
school that they fell in love. Eventually, they 
were married and have been for thirty-three 
years. They have one son, Peter Thurmond, 
who teaches at BGA and is also the head 
football coach there. It pleases Mrs. 
Thurmond that ha son took on ha very own 
profession. 

Mrs. Thurmond is now entering her 
fourth year here at MBA. When I asked her 
what she likes about MBA, she replied, “I 
love the work ethic, the respect students have 
for each other and the faculty, the competi¬ 
tion and the integrity for the most part.” She 
then told me some things she wanted to 
change at MBA. “I want more playing fields, 
science labs. Junior School classrooms, but 
especially more space for students.” 

Finally, I asked her a question which 
every teacher should be asked, “Why do you 
teach?” 

“There’s something different every 
day. Of course, there’s always the same sub¬ 
ject matter, but the audience always changes. 

It makes you feel young because while 
you’re aging, your class never does. In the 
end, it is just fun.” 

Patrick Wfison Libi 


almost impossible to play without someone 
cheating. 

On Monday, we participated in the 
high ropes course, for which we had to wear 
harnesses and had to be “belayed”. The 
four activities were the “V-swing”, the 
climbing wall, the zip line, and the trapeze. 
Most people enjoyed these high ropes the 
most. We had to climb a thirty-foot ladder, 
walk out seven feet on a telephone pole (this 
is still elevated thirty feet), and then jump 
one foot up and five feet out while trying to 
grab onto a trapeze. 

Reaching the trapeze was hard to do 
if you did not have strong legs or if you were 
vertically challenged. If you were not on the 
ropes course you could choose to play ten¬ 
nis, ping-pong, knuckle ball, basebaii, ulti¬ 
mate Frisbee, or basketball. That night, un¬ 
fortunately, “Hootie and the Blowfish” could 
not be there, so we came up with our own 
skits at the campfire. 

When we woke up on Tuesday morn¬ 
ing, the skies opened up and there was a 
small downpour. The downpour made the 
already planned activities even more excit¬ 
ing. We were going to have a canoe race. 
There was a minor detail about this race; we 
had to make the canoes ourselves. The sup¬ 
plies given to each group were as follows: a 
sheet of cardboard, a piece of plastic twice 
the size of the cardboard, a role of duct tape, 
two magic markers, and two Exacto knives 
(yes, they trusted us with knives). Each 
group’s contraption had to hold two people, 
float, withstand water, and move. The shape 
did not matter, but what seemed to work the 
best was just a box floating down the river. 
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Interview: Top of the Hill Editor-in-Chief 


by Mike Anand 

A few weeks ago, I had a chance to 
interview Gabe Roth, who is the general and 
chief editor of the Top of the Hill, Last year 
Gabe received the highest overall average 
for a seventh grader and continues to do well 
this year. I asked Gabe many questions con¬ 
cerning the newspaper and MBA in general. 


AU newspaper meetings 
are open to anyone who 
would like to contribute. 


Mike: Why did you want to get involved 
with the newspaper? 

Gabe: Because I liked the idea of having a 
newspaper just for the Junior School, and I 
wanted to help out with it 
Mike: How did you become the general edi¬ 
tor? 

Gabe: I was nominated by other participants 
(students and teachers) of the newspaper. 
Mike: How often will the newspaper come 
out? 

Gabe: We are trying to get it out either once 
a month or once every six weeks. 

Mike: What will the newspaper do for the 
Junior School? 

Gabe: It will provide coverage of Junior 
School events such as sports, dances, etc. It 
should give Junior schoolers more insight 
on what is going on at MBA. 

Mike: Are you trying to get more seventh 
graders involved (there is only one at the 
present time)? 


LANEY 


(cont. from pg. 1) 


This activity taught us to listen to everyone’s 
ideas and then work together to carry out 
the building of our boat. 

The trip helped everyone get to know 
each other, and was a lot of fun. All the 
seventh graders would like to thank Mrs. 
Bourland, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Small, Mrs. Thurmond, Mr. Wims, Adven¬ 
ture Guild, Camp Laney, and the Jedi Mas¬ 
ter, Mr. Harwell, for making the trip enjoy¬ 
able. 


Yes, Mrs. Bourland is talking to her someone on the staff. All Top of the Hill 
classes about the paper, trying to get more meetings are open to anyone who would like 
seventh graders involved. to contribute. 

Mike: Off the subject of newspapers, why Mike: What other names besides Top of the 
did you choose to come to MBA? Hill did were considered for the paper? 

Gabe: It was the best school that I applied Gabe: The Red Wave, Red Rover, The Mi- 
for and got into. I like the school because crocosm, and Major Test Tuesday were 
of its academic challenges and atmosphere, popular names submitted by students. 
Mike: If someone wants to work on the Mike: Off the subject of newspapers, why 
newspaper staff or has a good idea for an did you choose to come to MBA? 
article what should he do? Gabe: It was the best school that I applied 

Gabe: Listen for /////staff meet- to and got into. I like the school because of 

ing announcements and come to a meeting its academic challenges and friendly atmo- 
or you could contact a Faculty Advisor or sphere. 

From the Editor: 

The First Top of the Hill 



by Gabe Roth 

After a month of blood, sweat, and 
tears; yelling, shouting, and words you can¬ 
not write in school publications, the Junior 
School of Montgomery Bell Academy has 
produced its own newspaper. We at the staff 
of Top of the Hill hope you, the reader, un¬ 
derstand the hard work that has gone into 
this paper and hope you enjoy it thor¬ 
oughly. 

The long process of the publication of 
this first edition began with Jonas 
Rodriguez's coming up with the name for 
our paper. Top of the Hill. 

The hope for the realization 
of the paper continued with 
a lot of self sacrifice by the 
writers and staff of the pa¬ 
per. 

With this first edi¬ 
tion, the dream has become 
a reality. This issue was the 
result of a great amount of 
labor on the part of the 
teachers and staff, but the 
group’s teamwork was the 
key to our successful first 
copy. 

Top of the Hill is 
written to be the voice of 


the Junior School at MBA.. This paper will 
document current issues, many of them 
geared toward the interests of the Junior 
School, and school issues and how they ef¬ 
fect 7th and 8th graders. 

Behind the scenes, much work goes 
into the publication of each issue. Mrs. 
Bourland, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Corzine, and Mr. 
Small take time from their busy schedules 
to organize meetings, give us ideas for ar¬ 
ticles, and help with the newspaper layout. 
The many staff members’ contributions are 
evident in their articles. 


TOP OF THE HILL STAFF: 


Editor-in-Chief 
Assistant Editor 
Business Editor 
Living Editor 
Sports Editor 
Entertainment Editor 
Production Manager 
Production Manager 
Faculty Advisor 
Faculty Advisor 
Faculty Advisor 


Gabe Roth 
Johnny Sisk 
Andy Andrews 
Brent Burish 
Brad Renick 
Taylor Sutherland 
Andy Gaither 
Adam Johnson 
Mrs. Bourland 
Mr. Roberts 
Mr. Small > 
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ORTS 


/^’ootball Team Finishes Undefeated Season 


by Ben Davis and Phillip Cox 

The 1995 MBA Microbe Football 
Team started the year off with a bang by 
defeating a highly skilled Grassland team. 
MBA won 12-7 with an outstanding game 
by Jonas Rodreguiz at quarteiback. Barton 
Simmons at tailback and both the offensive 
and defensive linemen. Jonas scored the first 
touchdown in the game with a long punt re¬ 
turn putting MBA up 6-0. MBA lost the lead 
when Grassland returned a punt for a touch¬ 
down and went up 7-6. In the third quarter 
MBA regained its lead when Jonas scored 
from the two yard line to put MBA up 12-7. 
The defense was able to hold the lead to win 
against Grassland at Vanderbilt Stadium. 

MBA played its second football game 
against Ensworth at Ensworth. The pour¬ 
ing rain made for difficult playing condi¬ 
tions. The Big Red did not have their best 
game. They fumbled 7 times and only ran 7 
plays in the second half. The Big Red de¬ 
fense held Ensworth scoreless and played a 
key role in winning the game. At the end of 
regulation, the score was tied at 0-0, and 
there was an overtime. MBA stepped it up 
in overtime and did not want to lose this 
hometown rivalry. MBA came out on top 
6-0 to better their record to 2-0. 

MBA played its third game of the sea- 

X-Country: 
The Meet 

by Adam Johnson 

The MBA Microbe Cross-Country 
team suffered a terrible defeat in the HVAC 
fmals. The team ran hard, we seemed no 
match for the powerful Brentwood Academy 
team. The BA team only beat us by one point 
which made the defeat just that much worse. 
We had just fmished totaling our score, 58, 
when Mr. Corzine informed us that 
Brentwood Academy had scored a 57. We 
had lost by one point. In the meet. Mason 
Guifree finished second, Adam Sinks 
seventh, Phillip Simpson thirteenth, Adam 
Johnson fourteenth, and Brandon Jones 
twenty-third. Although this loss was 
disheartening, MBA had a good season, 
winning all but one of its meets. 


son against Springfield at Springfield. The 
Big Red wanted to get back at Springfield 
for last years 41-14 romp. MBA played hard 
and came out on top 14-0, despite many bad 
calls by the referees.MBA was plagued with 

Everyone got to play, 
and MBA sealed the un¬ 
defeated season with a 
win over Goodpasture. 

“fumbleitis” with two more fumbles, one of 
which came on the goal-line. Jonas 
Rodreguiz, Will Tucker, and Barton 
Simmons played very good games. Despite 
these figures ,MB A won and improved their 
record to 3-0. 


byTOH staff 

This year the seventh grade at Mont¬ 
gomery Bell Academy are adding a new part 
to their current athletic program. All seventh 
graders are participating in the Presidential 
Fitness Test to improve their level of physi¬ 
cal fitness. The president’s comission on fit¬ 
ness set up this program in the late 80’s to 
battle problems of poor health in children 
across the United States. 

Students in the seventh grade are 
tested in different areas of physical ability. 
In the first test, students are given one minute 
to do as many sit-ups as possible. In the 
shuttle-run students 
race against the 
clock to carry two 
blocks back and 
forth across the 
gym. In a test of 
flexibility, students 
must sit with their 
legs 18 inches apart 
flat on the floor and 
reach down as far as 
they can between 
their ankles. Stu¬ 
dents are also timed 
in a mile-run and are 
challenged to see 


The Big Red faced what they thought 
would be their toughest chaUenge of the year 
when they played David Lipscomb at MBA. 
Despite this frame of mind MBA got off to 
a 1^0 lead at half-time. Another tremen¬ 
dous game by Jonas and MBA’s defense won 
the game 16-0 and put MBA on their way to 
an undefeated season. 

The only thing that stood in MBA’s 
hopes of an undefeated season were the 
Goodpasture Cougars. MBA jumped to an 
8-0 lead with a touchdown by none-other- 
than Jonas Rodreguiz. WiU Tucker scored 
another touchdown and Jonas scored yet 
another touchdown to put MBA up 24-0 at 
half-time. Everyone got to play in the game 
and MBA sealed the undefeated season with 
a 30-14 win over Goodpasture. After the 
game the team shaved Robert Womack’s fro. 


how many pull-ups they can do. 

Students were tested in the fall and 
will be retested in the spring to measure 
improvements. Coach Frank Simpson, co¬ 
ordinator of the program, cites poor perfor¬ 
mance on the Hrst tests and says that there 
is a serious need for a improved fitness pro¬ 
gram for students at MBA. 

Mrs. Thurmond remarks that the 
school has wanted to offer a fitness program 
for some time “but only recently has [MBA] 
had the recourses in budget and faculty.” 
Seventh grader George Malone says “I love 
getting to play basketball during the day.” 


7th grade fitness champions 

12 yr olds 13 yr olds 


Sit-ups 

Cal Alexander 

75 

Mathew McIntosh 

63 

Shuttle 

Charlie Harris 

8.88 sec 

Corey Harrison 

8.93 sec 

V-Sit 

Matt Trainer 
+6 inches 

Ryan Rich 
+ 6.5 inches 

Mile Run 

Phillip Simpson 
5:51 

Reid Murphy 

6:36 

Pull - Ups 

Drew Conrad 

13 

LaTerrance Driver 

19 j 


New Fitness Program Begins 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead? 


by Gabe Roth 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, two 
minor characters from Shakespere’s tragedy 
Hamlet, are brought back to life in Tom 
Stoppard’s triumph, Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern Are Dead. This play was pre¬ 
sented to audiences at Montgomery Bell 
Academy from September 28 until October 
1. MBA’s version of this production was 
directed by Beau Tidwell, a senior at MBA. 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead, true, but in effect, it is as if they never 
existed. Since Rosencrantz and 
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Guildenstern had such small parts in Ham¬ 
let, they barely had a chance to die and, 
consequently, were dead even before they 
were thought up by Shakespeare. These are 
the points Tom Stoppard explored by creat¬ 
ing a whole play based on two forgotten 
characters. They are given life again through 
a contemporary playwright’s imagination. 

This second chance that the two have 
is brought about by the great writing of the 
play, but the exceptional acting of MBA’s 
players, along with young actors from other 
schools, convey the true cleverness and hu¬ 
mor of this production. Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern, played by Sam Limor and Jim 
Rich, respectively, are summoned to appear 
before the King of Denmark, and along the 
way, the two encounter a vast array of inter¬ 
esting people. Among these characters are 
Hamlet himself, played by Greg LaVigne, 
and “The Player,” a traveling actor whose 
uncanny humor brings about many hilari¬ 
ous scenes. 

The hilarity brought about by other 
characters in no way diminished 
Rosencrantz’s and Guildenstern’s clever¬ 
ness. The two performed many plays on 


words, keeping the audience laughing. They 
also played many different types of games 
that kept them busy and the audience satis¬ 
fied on the long road to the king’s palace. 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead turned in many wonderful perfor¬ 
mances from a talented cast. It also had a 
great deal of help from behind-the-scenes 
work by director Beau Tidwell, lighting and 
sound designers Alan Halachmi and Andy 
Camarata, stage manager William Fuson, 
and other skillful assistants. Faculty advi¬ 
sor Bart Whiteman proved to be a great help 
in getting the show organized, as well as 
providing publicity that ensured large 
crowds. 

However, the play did not have as 
much meaning or make as much sense for 
people such as me, who have not been ex¬ 
posed to Shakespeare’s plays, especially 
Hamlet. It is obvious, though, that Beau 
(Tidwell) knows Shakespeare, with his great 
work on Stoppard’s production. 

MBA’s theater season continues with 
the production of the musical comedy, A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum, Nov. 30 through Dec. 3 


Book Review: The HOT ZONE 


by Andy Andrews 

It doesn’t sound scary. The title 
isn’t particularly fear invoking. But the 
Hot Zone is chillingly real. It begins by 
describing the 
deadliest dis¬ 
eases on earth: 

Marbug, Ebola, 
and Ebola 

Zaire. The 
reader begins to 
feel just a little 
uncomfortable. 

Then one hears 

about people who have caught these 
diseases, and as the color of their vomit 
is described, one cringes. Then Rich¬ 
ard Preston spells out the danger: these 
^iseasbs are Just hours away. 


One hears about people 
who have caught these 
diseases and the color of 
their vomit is described 


Next comes a mysterious breakout 
of a deadly disease in a containment 
house for monkeys. No one knows ex¬ 
actly what the disease is, until the liver 
sample of a dead 
monkey tells the 
tale. Lives are at 
stake, yet virtu¬ 
ally no one knows 
of the danger they 
are in. 

As Richard 
Preston weaves 
together this true 
story, discomfort turns to paranoia with 
the realization of how close millions of 
people are living to this deadly hot 
zone. This novel is a sure hit with any¬ 
one who likes science-fiction. 
















